May 31, 2012

It is my honor to enter into the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD the names of Board of Direc-
tors for Volunteer Prince William:

Mike Higgins, President

Gina Post, Vice President

Gary Hale

Dr. Mark Mason

Sarah Harrover

Nora Jewell

Eileen Pugh

Stephanie Ney

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in commending the volunteers and Board
of Directors of Volunteer Prince William for
their service and in thanking them for their
dedication to our community.

CHARLES D. LEMMOND, JR.

HON. LOU BARLETTA

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 31, 2012

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
with a heavy heart on the passing of former
Pennsylvania State Senator Charles D.
Lemmond, Jr., who represented the people of
the 20th District in Northeastern Pennsylvania
for more than two decades.

A native son of Hazleton, born on the anni-
versary of Ben Franklin’s birthday to Charles
D. and Ruth Zierdt Lemmond, Charlie grew up
in Forty Fort, Luzerne County. He graduated
as the president of his senior class. Charlie
served in the United States Army in occupied
Italy.

Using the Gl Bill, Charlie majored in Gov-
ernment at Harvard College. While there, he
excelled as the principal trumpet player in the
Harvard Band. He graduated from Harvard in
1952, then went to the University of Penn-
sylvania’s School of Law. He practiced law for
a quarter of a century, serving as the solicitor
for several Northeastern Pennsylvania munici-
palities and as first assistant district attorney
of Luzerne County. In 1980, he was appointed
as a Judge of the Luzerne County Court of
Common Pleas by former Governor Dick
Thornburgh. Presiding over Orphans’ Court,
Charlie used his knowledge of the law and an
even hand to affect the lives of those who
came before him.

In 1985, Charlie was elected as the senator
representing Pennsylvania’s 20th District, and
he began a quest that would consume his 20—
plus years in office—improving the quality of
state government and of the judicial system.
As chairman of the State Senate Government
Committee and as vice chairman of the Judici-
ary Committee, Charlie focused on election re-
form, governmental ethics, and the penal sys-
tem. As a member of the Criminal Justice
Commission and the Reapportionment Task
Force of the National Conference of State
Legislatures, Charlie pursued good govern-
ment and an improved judicial system. Charlie
worked to secure the rights of abused chil-
dren, to modify the workmen’s compensation
laws to make Pennsylvania more business-
friendly, and to protect the tax-exempt status
of charitable organizations. There was virtually
no area of life that Charlie did not touch, from
finance and budgets, to military and veterans’
affairs, to education.

From 1985 until 2006, Charlie served the
people of the 20th District—and of the Com-
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monwealth of Pennsylvania—with integrity,
honor, and dignity. Charlie served his constitu-
ents equally, without regard for their political
affiliation. For his first few terms, Charlie had
no opposition in either the primary or general
elections, something that speaks to his char-
acter and his abilities.

Charlie was often referred to by his col-
leagues as “The Gentleman of the Senate.”
Indeed, in early 2000, when Charlie received
an honorary doctorate degree from Wilkes
University, Charlie was described as “a man
of unblemished integrity and broad popularity,
a political leader with virtually no antagonists.”

But Charlie’s selfless service extended far
beyond the chambers of the Pennsylvania
Senate. He served on numerous committees
and boards of directors for community and
charitable organizations. He was a life mem-
ber of Wyoming Seminary’s Board of Trust-
ees, and an advisory board member of both
the Salvation Army and the Penn State Uni-
versity Wilkes-Barre Campus. He was a lay
leader of the First United Methodist Church of
Wilkes-Barre, and over a period of years
served in many leadership roles in the Wyo-
ming Conference of the United Methodist
Church.

For more than 30 years, Charlie’s family
and the Naylor-Murphy family hosted a special
annual tradition in Northeastern Pennsyl-
vania—the Naylor/Lemmond Memorial Com-
munity Thanksgiving Dinner. Volunteers—in-
cluding members of Charlie’s family who had
returned home—helped serve that free dinner,
which brought holiday warmth and cheer to
thousands of area residents who needed it.

Family was extremely important to Charlie
Lemmond. He met his wife, Barbara, shortly
after he finished law school. Together, they
raised four children: Charles, John, Judith, and
David. Today, they survive him and mourn his
passing, as do his brother, George; four
grandchildren; and numerous nieces, neph-
ews, and other relatives.

Mr. Speaker, Senator Charles Darwin
Lemmond, Jr., represented the highest stand-
ard of public service. He stands as an exam-
ple of professionalism, commitment, dedica-
tion, integrity, and honor to other elected offi-
cials at all levels of government. He leaves
behind a proud legacy, and his impact on
Northeastern Pennsylvania and the entire
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania will be felt for
many years to come.

———

RECOGNIZING BETTE COOK AND
HER 47 YEARS OF SERVICE TO
USAID

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 31, 2012

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to recognize Bette Cook on the occasion
of her second attempt at retiring after 47 years
of dedicated public service. Bette served for
42 years in both the Foreign Service and the
Civil Service, working with USAID and its
predecessor, the International Cooperation Ad-
ministration, the Department of Defense, and
SSA. Despite the fact that she “officially” re-
tired in 2004, Bette has continued to serve the
public at USAID as a consultant in the office
of Legislative and Public Affairs and as a con-
gressional liaison officer.

E941

Bette began her career in development in
1961 when she was hired as Foreign Service
staff at the United States Operations Mission
in the newly independent Tunisia. Working as
the American Secretary, she helped to man-
age a successful economic and technical as-
sistance program that ultimately led to the na-
tion’s graduation from USAID funding in 1994.
Leaving for Saigon in 1963, Bette was con-
fronted with the rising threat of the Viet Cong
as the conflict in Vietnam escalated, and she
braved many attacks and bombings to carry
out USAID’s mission.

When she returned to the United States in
1965, Bette continued to devote herself to the
many humanitarian and development chal-
lenges that Vietnam faced by joining the
newly-established Vietham Bureau. As a
member of the Congressional Affairs and Pub-
lic Relations Division, she devoted the next
four years to explaining USAID’s Vietnam pro-
grams to Congress and the public. She served
as an on-air spokesperson, publicizing
USAID’s recruiting visits across the country to
enlist people in what she called “The other
war: The war against hunger, poverty, illit-
eracy, and disease.” Her work was instru-
mental in emphasizing the promotion of devel-
opment in any effective foreign policy.

Throughout her years of service, Bette has
played a pivotal role in ensuring that USAID
continues to deliver on its mission. She’s
known for her 15 years of skillfully managing
the Congressional Budget Justification prepa-
ration and submission and for her efforts on
the Hill to continually share information about
the Agency’s humanitarian assistance efforts.
Additionally, her work has securely positioned
development as vital to maintaining national
security. | have fond memories of working
closely with Bette during my days on the staff
of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee,
and | developed a profound respect for her
abilities and commitment. Her dedication to
bettering the lives of people around the world
was always clear.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Bette Cook and thanking her for
her years of service and for her dedication to
improving the awareness of issues that devel-
oping nations face. Her distinguished service
has greatly contributed to the advancement
and emphasis on development as an effective
foreign policy strategy.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE FAMILY
PANTRY OF CAPE COD

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING

OF MASSACHUSETTS
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Thursday, May 31, 2012

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and congratulate the Family Pantry
of Cape Cod and its dedicated staff and volun-
teers.

The Family Pantry of Cape Cod has consist-
ently provided such essentials as food and
clothing to those in need for nearly 23 years.
The organization serves an average of 900
families each month, making it the largest food
pantry on Cape Cod, and has more than dou-
bled the supply of food and services to those
in need over the past five years. They do this
not with a large budget, but with a very dedi-
cated set of volunteers, embodying the spirit
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